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A parted sea of garnet and black lined 
the sides of Main Street Friday afternoon 
as a parade honoring USC’s baseball team 
marched south toward the Statehouse 
grounds. Gamecock fans of all ages united 
in the scorching July heat of downtown 
Columbia to celebrate the back-to-back 
National Champions’ victory at the College 
World Series in Omaha last month. 
The parade, which was organized by 
the City of Columbia under the leadership 
of Mayor Steve Benjamin and ended with 
a rally at the Statehouse, consisted of 
47 entries, including vehicles, f loats and 
groups on foot, according to Ray Borders 
Gray, senior public information specialist 
with Columbia’s Parks and Recreation 
Department. 
“It was just a really fun event,” Gray said. 
“We were glad to show our support for the 
city.”
Despite temperatures that hit the mid-
90s, sounds of cheers and claps perpetually 
fi lled the air during the parade, and united 
sighs of relief could be heard during a 
generous breeze or when clouds passed over 
the sun. Floats full of Miss South Carolina 
contestants led the crowd in chants of “Let’s 
go, Gamecocks,” while the Columbia Fire 
Department trucks made their sirens heard 
and fi refi ghters initiated chants of “Game” 
followed by the crowd’s response of “Cocks.”
Members of USC’s marching band, The 
Mighty Sound of the Southeast, played 
their instruments from the steps of the 
Statehouse, on top of which the university’s 
fl ag fl ew alongside the American and state 
fl ags for the second year in a row.
Several local-area Little League baseball 
and softball teams donned their uniforms 
and rode on their own fl oats. Even USC’s 
board of trustees members were represented 
on their very own garnet-colored fl oat that 
played Kool & the Gang’s “Celebration” 
and encouraged fans to “celebrate good 
Jordan Lesch / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
USC coach Ray Tanner holds up front pages of The State 
celebrating the Gamecocks’ College World Series victory.
Jordan Lesch / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Players of USC’s baseball team arrive on their fl oat in front of the Statehouse grounds during a parade Friday afternoon.
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After two consecutive national baseball 
titles, lawmakers have proposed a stadium 
fi eld name change.
State Sens. Courson, Lourie, Land, 
Setzler, Leventis, Knotts, Malloy, Cromer 
and Gregory all collaborated on a resolution 
to name the fi eld of the baseball stadium 
after USC’s head coach Ray Tanner. The 
resulting name, Tanner Field at Carolina 
Stadium, would be aimed at honoring 
Tanner for his work with the team in his 
past 15 seasons .
Since Tanner’s arrival, the team has won 
two national championships (making it the 
fi rst sport at the university to do so), three 
SEC Championships, five SEC Eastern 
Division titles and one SEC Tournament 
title. He also has a 689-296 win-to-loss 
record in the 15 seasons he has been at 
USC, giving the team a .699 winning 
percentage. The percentage is the second 
highest all-time among SEC coaches. The 
team also has won 16 consecutive NCAA 
tournament games and 11 consecutive 
College World Series games, which makes 
the Gamecocks record holders for both.
Tanner himself is a three-time recipient 
of the SEC Coach of the Year award, 
with a 1,084-469-3 record for a winning 
percentage of .698.
“I think it’s a great time, after two back-
to-back championships, to [rename the 
fi eld],” said Matt Orr , a third-year political 
science student. A follower of Gamecock 
athletics since childhood, Orr went on 
to say, “We should do it while we still 
have Ray Tanner here instead of waiting 
for some corporate sponsor to take the 
opportunity.”
The resolution, which is still in its 
infancy, would not negate the possibility 
for a sponsor purchasing naming rights 
of the stadium as the name would only 
pertain to the field. The situation would 
work similarly to the naming of the 
arena inside of the Carolina Coliseum 
after Frank McGuire in 1977 . If naming 
rights were to be purchased by a sponsor, 
the Carolina Stadium would become the 
second baseball stadium to have its naming 
rights purchased.
The only other baseball field with a 
sponsored name is the UFCU Disch-Falk 
Field at the University of Texas at Austin . 
The stadium is named for two coaches as 
well as the sponsor, University Federal 
Credit Union. The sponsorship awarded 
the school with $13.1 million.
The renaming action may fi nd obstacles 
as USC offi cials say that the action would 
require a change in by-laws for this to 
happen. Article VII Section 2 of the current 
bylaws would make Tanner ineligible of the 
honor until one year after his death.
Other possible honors include a plaque, 
a statue or the renaming a section of 
Williams Street. While a plaque or a statue 
would prove relatively simple, the renaming 
of Williams Street would require approval 
from the General Assembly, which is where 
the move to honor Tanner stemmed from.
Still, senators like Joel Lourie  believe 
that the board could fi nd a way to rename 
the fi eld as they had with the Darla Moore 
School of Business.
Senators propose renaming fi eld at Carolina Stadium
Mikelle Street
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Action would honor USC 
baseball coach Ray Tanner
File Photo
Lawmakers have proposed renaming the fi eld at Carolina Stadium to honor Ray Tanner.
Comments on this story? 
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
Whole Foods to open
Texan-based retailer Whole Foods will 
anchor a 74,326-square-foot shopping 
destination set to open in October 2012.
Developer Edens & Avant announced 
Friday that in January 2012 it would 
begin construction on Cross Hill Market 
to be anchored by Columbia’s f irst 
Whole Foods Market. The natural and 
organic food chain will occupy about 
37,876-square-feet, over half, of the retail 
space in the new district.
The $23 million project will renovate 
the now defunct Kroger building as 
well as the space around it near the 
intersection of Devine Street and Fort 
Jackson Boulevard. In addition to Whole 
Foods, the developers plan to add 12 to 
15 retail spaces, some of which will be 
national shops, brought by leveraging on 
the part of Whole Foods, and others that 
will be local and regional shops.
 During the construct ion phase, 
which is slated to last from January until 
October, the project is expected to bring 
100 temporary construction jobs. In 
addition, 180 full-time and 120 part-time 
jobs are expected to be brought to the 
area.
Whole Foods will provide direct 
competit ion to other organic food 
stores like EarthFare, but aims to form 
relationships with local organic farmers.
— Compiled by Mikelle Street
times.”
Several attendees held up clever signs and 
posters praising the Gamecocks, including 
Tiffany Robison , a fourth-year sports and 
entertainment management student, whose 
sign read “Ray-peat.” 
“My favorite part so far would have to 
be the cops on the Segways,” Robison said. 
“They were doing doughnuts. It was pretty 
funny.”
Robison and fellow fourth-year sports 
and entertainment management student 
Sarah Kennedy, whose sign read “Victor-
Ray,” had been standing in front of the 
Statehouse grounds more than an hour 
before the parade started at noon on Laurel 
Avenue. According to fans around them, the 
girls had been rallying everyone and getting 
them excited for the event.
“My favorite signs were a little boy’s that 
says, ‘Way to battle, go Cocks,’ and another 
little girl’s says, ‘Superman wears Wingo 
underwear,’” Kennedy said.
A crowd favorite was a boat decorated as a 
Gamecock with a large head on the bow and 
a tail on the stern, and a stuffed alligator and 
a tiger were dragged along the road behind 
it.
Fans collectively rushed forward as Cocky 
made an appearance in a red Volkswagen 
Beetle, followed by a garnet Corvette full of 
Gamecock cheerleaders.
The loudest cheers were saved for the end 
of the parade, when USC coach Ray Tanner 
made his way through atop a Gamecocks RV. 
He was then followed by the baseball team 
on a fl oat while “2001: A Space Odyssey” 
played from the Statehouse grounds. As 
soon as the parade ended, the crowd rushed 
to fill the area of the Statehouse grounds 
for a rally and celebration with several 
prominent speakers.
Fans fell silent for the fi rst time since the 
event began as Miss South 2007 Carolina 
Crystal Garrett sang the national anthem.
The fi rst speaker, introduced as “Mayor of 
Championship City,” was Steve Benjamin, 
who led the crowd in a call-and-response 
chant of “Game” and “Cocks.”
USC President Harris Pastides then 
spoke, reaffirming Gov. Nikki Haley’s 
declaration that July 1 is now “Gamecock 
B a s e b a l l  B a c k- t o - B a c k  N a t i o n a l 
Championship Day.” 
After Athletics Director Eric Hyman 
spoke, Tanner addressed the crowd and the 
unity of the fans in Columbia.
“This must be heaven. You guys are the 
greatest,” Tanner said. “It doesn’t get any 
better than this.”
He then introduced players Brady 
Thomas, Adrian Morales, Scott Wingo — 
reminding everyone that “you can’t spell 
Wingo without ‘w-i-n’” — and Christian 
Walker, who all spoke about the historic 
event for Gamecock Nation.
Benjamin concluded the celebration with 
hopes of seeing everyone at the same time, 
at the same place next year, as he led the 
crowd with a chant of “Three-peat!”
PARADE ● Continued from 2
Comments on this story? 
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
Jordan Lesch / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The players of the USC baseball team pose on the steps of the Statehouse Friday after a 
parade and a rally took place in honor of their second consecutive College World Series win.
Jordan Lesch / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Gamecock fans of all ages watched from the Statehouse grounds as various fl oats 
and groups marched south along Main Street starting at noon from Laurel Avenue.
If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us know about 
it. E-mail sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will print the correction in our 
next issue.
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s Viewpoints 
page is to stimulate discussion in the University of 
South Carolina community. All published authors 
are expected to provide logical arguments to back 
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages readers 
to voice opinions and offers three methods of 
expression: letters to the editor, guest columns and 
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted 
via e-mail to gamecockeditor@sc.edu. Letters 
must be 200 to 300 words in length and include the 
author’s name, year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and USC faculty 
members to submit guest columns. Columnists 
should keep submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name and position. 
Guest columns are limited to three per author per 
semester. 
The editor reserves the right to edit and condense 
submissions for length and clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property of The Daily 
Gamecock and must conform to the legal standards 
of USC Student Media.
IT’S YOUR RIGHT About The Daily Gamecock
The Daily Gamecock is the editorially 
independent student newspaper of 
the University of South Carolina. 
It is published daily during the 
fall and spring semesters and nine 
times during the summer with the 
exception of university holidays and 
exam periods. Opinions expressed 
in The Daily Gamecock are those of the 
editors or author and not those of the 
University of South Carolina. 
Th e Board of Student Publications 
and Communications is the 
publisher of The Daily Gamecock. Th e 
Department of Student Media is the 
newspaper’s parent organization. The 
Daily Gamecock is supported in part by 
student-activity fees. One free copy 
per reader. Additional copies may 
be purchased for $1 each from the 
Department of Student Media.
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 W h at  b e t t e r  w a y 
t o  c e l e b r a t e  o u r 
i n d e p e n d e n c e  t h a n 
setting off multicolored 
explosions? This is the 
essence of July Fourth. I 
would argue that without 
the fi reworks something 
wou ld  c e r t a i n l y  b e 
missing.
People who usually 
picked up their fi reworks 
in  s t ate s  l i ke  Sout h 
Carolina and Florida 
are now finding them 
increasingly dif f icult 
to buy. Thanks to bans 
being placed across the 
country prompted by 
s e v e r e 
droughts, 
p e o p l e 
w e r e 
forced to 
g o  o u t 
o f  t h e i r 
w a y  t o 
pu rchase 
f ireworks 
i n  t h e 
s t a t e s 
where they 
are still legal. 
“I think this year sales 
are going to be better 
because people want what 
they can’t have,” said 
Michelle Saucedo, who 
runs a fi reworks business 
i n  Tex a s  .  Saucedo’s 
statement pinpoints the 
same problem America 
saw with prohibit ion 
— banning something 
creates a black market, or 
in this case a red, white 
and blue one. If America 
really wants to play the 
role of Smokey Bear from 
now on, then I suggest 
r e g u l a t i o n  t o w a r d 
the safety of shooting 
fi reworks rather than just 
banning them altogether. 
As most of us know, 
July Fourth, fireworks 
and intoxication usually 
go hand in hand. Laws 
preventing the use of 
fireworks over the legal 
limit could deter people 
from making the typical 
mistakes. Also, providing 
more awareness of “safe 
areas” where fireworks 
s ho u ld  b e  s ho t  o f f 
would be another useful 
mea su re  t hat  s t ate s 
could employ. I think 
regulations like these 
would help the country 
see a huge decline in 
fi res and fi rework-related 
injuries on our nation’s 
bir thday rather than 
outlawing them.
As Smokey once said, 
“Only you can prevent 
fore s t  f i r e s ,”  a nd  I 
agree with his wisdom 
wholeheartedly. In this 
case, it’s the individuals 
who shoot the fi reworks, 
not the other way around. 
If states really want to 
stop wildfi res, promoting 
safety and awareness will 
work much better than 
creating bans.
 All of us — students, alumni, parents — 
are suffering under the same heavy question: 
How can the American economy recover? 
Perhaps this anxiety does not consciously 
follow us, but there is no doubt that it shapes 
our major decisions. Even more unnerving, 
the direction of this recovery has been 
placed in the hands of our society’s “leaders” 
— its politicians, its corporate giants, those 
elements we trust with our representation. 
And in South Carolina, that kind of trust 
can come at a high price.
Perhaps many of us by now 
have heard of the Boeing 
controversy. The airplane 
manufacturer has established 
operations in South Carolina, 
bringing industry and jobs to 
a state desperate for both. But 
where something is given, 
something is taken away. 
T he  Nat ion a l  L ab or 
Relat ions Board (NLRB) 
has fi led suit against Boeing, 
claiming that the company moved the 
plant to South Carolina in order to punish 
unionized workers in Washington state 
(where another Boeing plant already 
operates). South Carolina’s right-to-work 
policies and huge incentives from the 
Statehouse provided — according to, I 
suppose, the logic of the suit — a perfect 
getaway for Boeing. 
What has intensifi ed this situation is, like 
always, the crystallization of arguments 
along party lines. The right sees a federal 
government that wants to strip away the 
rights of corporations; the left sees the 
lack of responsibility on the part of large 
employers. Presidential candidates — like 
Newt Gingrich — see a logical crosshair 
that they can aim at President Barack 
Obama. The NLRB is a federal agency and 
Obama is the chief; therefore, it must be 
Obama’s fault. Simple, right? Yet in all three 
of these versions of what this is “really” 
about, everyone seems to have forgotten one 
thing: This is a dispute of what is just and 
fair, not of ideologies.
The NLRB exists for a perfectly good 
reason. A few decades of equitable labor laws 
have made Americans forget the abuses of 
our country’s fi rst days of industrialization. 
This is the time when writers like Upton 
Sinclair called corporate owners “the 
swindlers and thieves of millions of dollars,” 
when social ist Eugene Debs claimed 
revolution was “the most heroic word in all 
languages.” To work was to sell yourself, 
body and soul, to the gods of an endless 
American profi t — a profi t few enjoyed.
The concerns of this federal body have 
a place, even now. Though any barrier 
to jobs in this economy may be seen as 
unforgivable, we cannot proceed as a state or 
as a nation without the caution that history 
has taught us.
If Boeing has consciously acted unjustly 
toward Washington workers, then they 
must acknowledge that injustice. There are 
many ways to create a strong, sustainable 
economy, yet many may require us to fl irt 
with the old demons of greed and mindless 
progress. We are a different people, and 
agencies like the NLRB are proof of that.
Stereotyping — it’s something we all do to a 
slight degree. It’s not because we’re inherently 
racist, but more so because our brains are 
incapable of processing each individual person. 
We develop what social psychologists call 
schemas, or preconceived mental shortcuts, to 
store social information.
W hen we begin to act or t reat people 
differently because of schemas, a problem 
arises. Many NBA draft experts have treated 
white prospects differently in their evaluations. 
Jimmer Fredette is described as deceptively quick 
defensive liability with high character and a high 
basketball IQ. Bismack Biyombo is described as 
freakishly athletic. These characteristics may 
be correct in some circumstances, but we must 
evaluate NBA prospects case by case. If Biyombo 
were described as deceptively smart, we’d have 
an issue. How could the leading college scorer 
in 2010-11 be deceptively quick? He must be 
blatantly quick to score 28.9 points per game. 
Chinese people are better at math. It’s a 
common stereotype, but Malcolm Gladwell 
pointed out in “Outliers: The Story of Success” 
that there is a clear nongenetically correlated 
explanation. The Chinese number system allows 
each number to take less than a quarter of the 
time to say. An example is “seven” 
being “qi” in Chinese. When 
we reach the teens, the Chinese 
language goes to a simpler format. 
“One-two” equivalent in Chinese 
is “twelve” in English, “one-three” 
is “thirteen” and so on to “two-
one” for “twenty-one.” Chinese 
youth are not better at math; they 
just excel with a simpler system. 
Chinese students learn their 
numbers more quickly, leading to 
quicker early math development. 
Black people are bet ter at 
basketball than white people — completely 
false, but we develop schemas from seeing a 
predominantly black NBA, 78 percent in 2009, 
and implant that idea in our heads.
Once it’s there, it’s there. You actually begin 
to believe it. One of my friends from high school 
was a phenomenal basketball player who certainly 
could have played at the high school level. He 
took up swimming instead because he believed 
at Spartanburg High School , a fairly evenly 
distributed school racially, a white individual 
didn’t have a chance of playing a prominent role 
on the high school basketball team.
We’re all born equal. We have taken IQ tests 
at the age of fi ve and across the board, all scores 
will be equal until we enter school. We become 
easily infl uenced and manipulated that innocence 
disappears and those schemas arise. One student 
has had generations of family go to Harvard so 
he works his tail off in school because that’s what 
he’s supposed to do. Another has never had a 
family member graduate high school, let alone 
college and it has a psychological effect. 
We must learn that no one comes out of the 
womb set on any path. We’re all aware of the 
nature versus nurture debate. My roommate and 
I debate it often. I’m mostly playing the devil’s 
advocate to his strong siding with the nurture 
side because in reality, taking a side is ridiculous. 
There are certainly some genetic tendencies that 
make Seth and Stephen Curry, the sons of Dell 
Curry, shooting standouts at Duke and Golden 
State. But our lives are in our own hands. We 
have potential to play in the NBA or excel in 
math regardless of what we look like or where we 
come from. We control our own destinies.
After an 18-year-old male was brutally attacked 
by eight teenagers in Five Points at the end of last 
month, a Columbia City Council enacted a temporary 
curfew that restricts individuals 17 years and younger 
from being in the downtown area from 11 p.m. to 6 
a.m. without a parent or guardian. The ban, put into 
place Tuesday, June 28, will expire 60 days from its 
inception.
These restrictions should become permanent. 
There is no reason for minors to be in Five Points 
during late hours of the night and early hours of the 
morning, especially in an area primarily full of bars 
that are generally the only facilities open during 
these times. Not only is there nothing constructive 
for them to be doing at this time and place, it is 
inherently dangerous for them to be roaming the 
s ide w a l k s  a lo n g s ide 
intoxicated bar-goers. 
A nd ,  a s  seen  by  t he 
incident last month, it 
can be dangerous for 
those over the age of 18 
as well.
This curfew should 
p r ob ab l y  h a v e  b e e n 
placed long before  a 
violent incident had to occur to incite any action. 
Similar curfews have been in place for years 
at private businesses whose environments made 
for accommodating, popular places for teens to 
gather. These include Columbia Place mall and the 
Columbiana Grande movie theater, as well as the 
Village at Sandhill shopping center. If shopping malls 
and movie theaters have reason enough to enact these 
curfews to protect minors and prevent unnecessary 
violence, then surely the Council can agree that a 
permanent curfew is not unreasonable for Five Points. 
To assume that this curfew is only needed for 60 
days and that acts of violence committed by minors 
will cease after the summer season is naive. The 
curfew for those 16 years old and younger should 
become a permanent placement for the Five Points 
area.
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“The day you take complete responsibility 
for yourself, the day you stop making any 
excuses, that’s the day you start to the top.”
— O. J. Simpson
Museum of Art hosts fi lm series
Film’s plot twists, effects nauseate
Mikelle Street
MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Courtesy of Forrest Clonts
Producer 9th Wonder speaks at the Columbia Museum of Art as a part of the “Fight the Power” fi lm series.
Comments on this story? 
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
Those in the audience of the 
“Fight the Power: A Hip-Hop 
Film Series” event Friday at 
the Columbia Museum of Art 
erupted in laughter during 
a  sc reen i ng of  t he  20 06 
documentar y “H ip-Hop: 
Beyond Beats and Rhymes” 
when Busta Rhymes said, “We 
duct tape families, dude.”
The statement was one of the 
lighter moments of the film, 
which touches on hot topics of 
masculinity, homophobia and 
sexism in the hip-hop industry.
Blaming the industry for 
hate and violence, the f ilm 
pairs together interviews with 
artists, academics and fans to 
make its point.
Grammy Award-winning 
producer Patrick Douthit, also 
known as 9th Wonder, gave a 
lecture in defense of hip-hop, 
explaining his experience.
Producer speaks on behalf 
of hip-hop, shares experience
 The commercials for “Transformers: Dark of 
the Moon” mention that Michael Bay directed 
the film, which is their way of telling people, 
“Come see this fi lm and you will love it.” It’s also 
a warning to bring along bottles of Motrin.
At one point in the fi lm, Bruce Brazos (John 
Malkovich) summarizes that there are two types 
of people in the world: thinkers and doers. Bay 
is the latter, as he has proven since he began his 
career as a director. Yes, he does tinker with and 
deliver great effects in this fi lm, but he refuses to 
keep the promise that he would pay more attention 
to important factors like characterization after the 
nightmare of a sequel that was “Revenge of the 
Fallen” (2009). 
Though an insignificant improvement from 
part two, “Dark of the Moon” still suffers from 
Bay’s signature use of headache-inducing effects, 
frivolous dialogue, inexpressive characters and 
illogical storytelling all cluttered together by 
a script seemingly written by an ADD-addled 
adolescent tripping on acid-laced Frosted Flakes. 
Just like its predecessors, the plot revolves 
around government conspiracies, including a 
NASA cover-up bigger than former President 
Richard Nixon’s own Watergate scandal. The 
movie begins with a tiresome opening that 
informs audiences the “true” reason behind the 
Apollo 11 mission was to investigate an alien 
spaceship that crash-landed on the moon. They 
even make a tone-deaf attempt to make the cover-
up realistic by adding Buzz Aldrin to the cast.  
Shia LeBeouf returns as Sam Witwicky, who 
is looking for work after receiving a medal from 
President Barack Obama. LeBeouf, laughably 
considered the next Tom Hanks , delivers an even 
more laughable performance that consists of 
constant screaming and awkward posing. Bay has 
replaced Megan Fox with British Victoria’s Secret 
model Rosie Huntington-Whiteley, another 
bombshell for Bay to drool over. Her “acting” 
makes any of the girls on ABC Family shows look 
like Kate Winslet in comparison.
Once again, Sam finds himself in another 
st ruggle bet ween t he Autobot s and t he 
Decepticons , only this time humans are aligning 
themselves with the Decepticons as they strive 
to make Earth the new Cybertron. The key to 
their success lies with Sentinel Prime (voiced by 
“Star Trek’s” Leonard “Spock” Nimoy) and a 
contraption that creates a portal allowing more 
robots to invade. It all builds to a prolonged 
climactic battle that comes off as a robotic rapture 
torn from the pages of the “Terminator” series. 
For a movie based off a collection of kid’s 
toys, “Dark of the Moon” does endeavor to go 
desperately over-the-top with its comedy, based 
on unsophisticated sexual innuendo. Some of the 
really incongruous jokes once again come from 
the mother who got high off special brownies in 
the second fi lm. The most absurd scene involves 
Ken Jeong, the Asian stereotype from “The 
Hangover” (2009), in a ridiculously awkward 
situation with Sam in a men’s restroom. He even 
squeezes in a Pink Floyd reference toward the 
movie’s title, stating the dilemma they’re in as a 
“code pink.”
Watching the offi cial trailer, it seemed like the 
third “Transformers” fi lm would have a logical 
plotline. But of course, the story is incoherent, 
filled with sloppy editing, tedious plot twists 
and a lingering and anticlimactic battle that 
unnecessarily lengthens the fi lm’s run-time. The 
sequence does exhibit the fi lm’s impressive visuals, 
but it follows Bay’s traditional combination: 
maximum volume and minimum drama.
It’s amazing how John Turturro can keep his 
sanity after starring in three of these fi lms while 
Josh Duhamel and Tyrese Gibson have been 
dwindled down to living scenery. As for the new 
cast members, it was painful to see distinguished 
actors Frances McDormand and John Malkovich 
waste their talents on this cheesy excuse for 
popcorn entertainment. Dr. McDreamy (Patrick 
Dempsey) is also lost in the loop as he plays the 
wealthy slimeball who sides with the Decepticons.
To the point, Bay has once again demonstrated 
why he is the villain of the cinematic world. Let’s 
hope that Bay will follow LeBeouf’s example and 
not return with another installment.
 Independence Day was only 
days ago. With that in mind, 
it’s hard not to look at Steven 
Spielberg’s latest invasion drama 
“Falling Skies” and be reminded 
of “Independence Day” (1996) as 
well as Spielberg’s own “War of 
the Worlds” (2005). However, this 
overfamiliarity does not belittle 
the show’s excit ing debut into 
TNT’s Sunday night lineup. 
As with any Spielberg science-
f ict ion project, there are two 
aspects from “Falling Skies” one 
can expect: al iens and family 
dynamics. The writers also focus 
the ent ire plot on the events 
that occur several months after 
the actual invasion and how the 
humans plan to regain the planet.
The first thing that “Falling 
Sk ies” does r ight is avoiding 
the stereotypical alien invasion 
opening that previous science-
f ict ion movies and telev ision 
shows have used. Instead, the 
invasion is portrayed through 
a child’s drawing of the events 
from before the show’s opening. 
The children also describe the 
basic outline of the story: the 
aliens invade, destroy all of the 
major cities and their military 
and snatch the adolescents as 
mind-controlled zombies, and the 
parents are forced to fi ght. 
Noa h  Wyle  s t a r s  a s  Tom 
Mason, a former Boston history 
professor.  He is  forced into 
combat after the aliens — giant, 
insectlike creatures the humans 
call “Skitters” — killed his wife 
and abducted his second-born son. 
When the series begins, Mason 
becomes the second lieutenant in 
the resistance’s 2nd Massachusetts 
Regiment, a mixture of military 
veterans like Capt. Weaver (Will 
Patton), civilians willing to fi ght 
and children. Tom’s goals include 
stay ing a l ive,  protect ing h is 
oldest son Hal and his youngest 
son Matt and rescuing his middle 
child, Ben. 
The stor y behind “Fal l ing 
Skies” is more captivating than 
other series of its k ind — like 
“V” and “The Event” — partially 
because it doesn’t fol low the 
same generic pattern as most 
science-fi ction programs. Instead 
of focusing on constant battles 
bet ween humans and a l iens , 
“Falling Skies” is all about the 
survival of the human race. It 
evens features humans fighting 
against other humans as the 
resistance ends up fi ghting against 
a group of criminals who wish to 
steal their food and weapons.
Ever y so of ten, emot ional, 
sentimental moments find their 
way into the narrative and remind 
the characters what they have 
lost and what they are fighting 
for.  One such scene is  when 
Tom’s youngest son receives a 
skateboard for his birthday in the 
second half of the premiere. All 
of the resistance members gather 
around and watch the children 
play while marveling at how little 
t ime the children have to do 
such. This bittersweet moment 
of normalcy portrays the overall 
theme of the show: a longing for 
a world where the children have 
a future.
The spec ia l  ef fec t s  in t he 
series are excel lent , but they 
aren’t demonstrated that often, 
which allows audiences to soak 
i n  t he  emot iona l  s tor y  a nd 
prov ides room for character 
development. During the action 
sequences, resistance members 
are pitted against two different 
types of aliens: the spider-hybrid 
creatures and the giant biped 
robots called “Mechs.” The aliens 
are only fought in small clusters, 
preventing the battle sequences 
from being chaotic and fi lled with 
senseless action. 
As Tom Mason, Wyle depicts 
a similar nerdy persona he fondly 
portrayed in “The Librarian” 
series. Being a former history 
p r o f e s s or,  Tom  c o n s t a nt l y 
makes h istor ica l  references , 
comparing this battle for Earth 
to  t he  Re volut ion a r y  Wa r. 
Moon Bloodgood (“Terminator: 
Salvation” (2009)) , whose previous 
roles mostly required her to not 
speak much and to look pretty, 
plays the regiment’s pediatrician 
and possible love interest for 
Tom. 
As summer television standards 
go, “Falling Skies” is by far the 
best summer show this year. 
Tyler Simpson
MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Network: TNT
Starring: Noah Wyle, Moon 
Bloodgood, Will Patton
Airs: Sundays at 10 p.m.
“Falling Skies”  
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
‘Falling Skies’ avoids stereotypes, 
presents captivating narrative 
Courtesy of collider.com
Noah Wyle (right) stars in Steven Spielberg’s latest drama as Tom Mason, 
who is forced into combat when aliens kill his wife and abduct his son. 
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
Director: Michael Bay
Starring: Shia LeBeouf, Rosie 
Huntington-Whiteley, John Turturro
Rating: PG-13 for intense sequences 
of sci-fi  action, sexuality, innuendo
“Transformers: 
Dark of the Moon”
NOW IN THEATERS
Spielberg’s drama joins 
TNT’s Sunday lineup
Third ‘Transformers’ installment 
should be franchise’s last
Tyler Simpson
MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Courtesy of allmoviephoto.com
Shia LeBeouf (left) returns as the protagonist in the third installment of the “Transformers” series.
D- 
Totally in reach
823 Gervais
Minutes from Campus in The Vista
803-540-1973
jasonsdeli.com
 John Lasseter and Pixar Studios have 
been on an imposing streak of making 
animated fi lms with heartfelt stories that 
allow adults to grasp their inner child. But 
every streak must come to an end. 
While it has the same dazzling visuals 
as any Pixar fi lm, “Cars 2” lacks most of 
the other qualities of great Pixar films: 
the emotional ambition of “Up” (2009) , 
the thrilling action of “The Incredibles” 
(2004), the visual poetry of “WALL-E” 
(2008) and the compelling characterization 
of “Finding Nemo” (2003). It does offer 
some — but not enough — humor and 
excit ing intrigue, but intrigue is no 
substitute for emotion. There was also no 
reason for making this installment other 
than the strongly selling merchandise. 
Instead of putting Lightning McQueen 
(Owen Wilson) back in the driver’s seat, 
Pixar instead decided to make the sequel’s 
protagonist Mater (Larry the Cable Guy) , 
the least likable character and Pixar’s 
redneck Jar Jar Binks. As the sidekick in 
the fi rst fi lm, he was lovable and provided 
much needed comic relief with his puppy 
dog loyalty and redneck simplicity. As 
a blue collar Inspector Clouseau, he 
squanders all of his screen time with his 
embellished hillbilly drawl and overuse 
of taglines like “What in Sam Hill wuz 
that?”
While “Cars” (2006) focused on the 
simple story of Route 66 and a dusty 
old town, “Cars 2” follows a much more 
political concept: comparing the use of 
renewable fuels to more organic fuels. As 
a way of promoting his new renewable 
fuel, oil tycoon Sir Miles Axlerod (Eddie 
Izzard) sponsors the first World Grand 
Prix race, which McQueen competes in. 
He, Mater and his pit crew travel to Japan 
and Europe while McQueen makes an 
enemy out of an Italian F1 car named 
Francesco Bernoulli (John Turturro). 
But as said, this is Mater’s fi lm. While 
McQueen is racing around the world, 
Mater gets mistaken for an American spy 
by secret agents Finn McMissile (Michael 
Caine) and Hol ly Sh if t wel l  (Emily 
Mortimer). His mission involves retrieving 
a secret weapon that threatens McQueen 
and the other racers, as well as identifying 
the shadowy figure using it. When the 
James Bond elements begin to sink in, 
the plot becomes overly complicated and 
predictable, and follows a repetit ious 
pattern: McQueen races and Mater does 
spy stuff.
The mild humor, which mostly comes 
from Mater’s comedic culture shock and 
parody of spy fi lms, is interspersed with 
the action and the intrigue. As Mater 
travels around the world, he experiences 
European and Japanese cultures, making 
humorous remarks at Japan’s advanced 
technology and the fact that British people 
drive on the opposite side of the road. 
The spy parody, however, falls short as it 
lacks the sort of over-the-top absurdity 
normally found in a spy spoof.
W hat “Cars 2” doesn’t lack is the 
astou nd ing CGI an imat ion t hat  i s 
significant to Pixar Studios. It includes 
visual splendor and pays rigorous attention 
to its multinational settings. The neon 
sequences in Tokyo are especially striking 
as the movie pays tribute to Japan’s anime 
style of art with its blend of pop culture 
cuteness. The 3-D is extraneous, though 
Lasseter does successfully avoid the motion 
blurriness and other 3-D downsides. 
Most of the main voice actors, with the 
exception of the deceased Paul Newman, 
return for the sequel, although most only 
make cameo appearances. Since he’s been 
bumped down to a side character, Owen 
Wilson’s McQueen lacks the individuality 
that made him so appealing in the first 
fi lm. Michael Caine, however, provides his 
James Bond-like Aston Martin character 
with plenty of suave while John Turturro 
manages to make his Italian speedster 
amusingly haughty. 
“Cars 2” is not a bad fi lm, but it defi nitely 
won’t help Pixar win the Oscar race next 
year. Kids will still be entertained, but 
whether or not they will be able to follow 
the political story line is questionable. 
With its great movie streak broken, Pixar 
will hopefully be able to make a comeback 
with its 2012 project, “Brave.”  
Courtesy of allmoviephoto.com
Despite its outstanding CGI animation, “Cars 2” fails to deliver the powerful emotion, action and characterization of previous Pixar fi lms, including its original “Cars” (2009).
‘Cars 2’ exhausts predictable story, humor
Pixar’s latest fi lm falls 
short of expectations
Tyler Simpson
MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
Director: John Lasseter, Brad 
Lewis
Starring: Owen Wilson, Larry 
the Cable Guy, Michael Caine
Rating: G
“Cars 2”
NOW IN THEATERS  
HOUSING
3BR/1BTh LAURENS ST Dplx w/
stv-refg,Ha/c,water,Parking $925 
+Sdep+yr lse+ ref  
803-673-4591++803-561-9636
$10,000 reward + refundable rent. 
Female native English speaker 
required. Reference preferred. From 
you: tutoring hostess on speaking 
English. Email agzhang@yahoo.com
Apartment for Rent
One bedroom, one bath with offi ce 
in Shandon.  $800 per month.  
Available August 1st.  ALL UTILITIES 
INCLUDED.  Call 864-706-7406.
Email denisedarcelfowler@gmail.com
Close to 5 points/ USC campus
4 bedroom/ 3 bath, close to USC, 
washer/ dryer, all major appliances 
Email selj803@gmail.com
EMPLOYMENT
Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No Exp 
Nec.Training Courses Available. 
800-965-6520 Ext 253
EMPLOYMENT
Accounting Assistant
CPA fi rm in Forest Acres needs a 
student for permanent part time 
position.  Great opportunity for 
accounting/business major to learn 
about working in a professional 
environment.  Please send 
resume and fall class schedule to 
nunnerycpa@mindspring.com or fax 
to 787-9453.
SERVICES
Have you had a spiritual experience? 
Want to share with others seeking to 
understand God’s creative life force? 
Eckankar studies the secrets of 
dreams, reincarnation, higher planes, 
more. www.eck-sc.org. 
(803) 348-8087
MISC
CoolinColumbia.com is Coming!
ACROSS
1 Note for a soprano
6 Puts away
11 Jet or time follower
14 Heart chambers
15 __ vincit amor
16 Dander
17 Family line of bar
makers?
19 “Wheel of
Fortune” request
20 Huge amount
21 Malamute and 
mastiff
22 “The Road to
Wealth” author
24 Windfall of
chicken pieces?
27 Four-time Masters 
winner, familiarly
30 Cockamamie
31 Vichyssoise veggie
32 Lloyd or Paul of
Cooperstown
34 Teachers College
advanced deg.
37 Glasgow girl under a 
spell?
41 Pitches between 
innings?
42 Clod choppers
43 Source of Davy
Crockett’s cap
44 City on the Aar
46 Slugger Ramirez
47 Frat guy with a spatula?
52 Angiogram image
53 Like San
Francisco’s Coit Tower
54 Google Earth image
57 Popular ending?
58 Unwanted grass
at the Cotton Bowl?
62 Celestial Seasonings
product
63 Hot coal
64 Bunsen burner cousins
65 Terre Haute sch.
66 They may be French
67 Reservations
DOWN
1 “... why __ thou forsaken 
me?”: Matthew
2 “Am __ strict?”
3 Nana
4 With it
5 Links 
assistant
6 Mah-__
7 Build up
8 __ and 
outs:
peculiarities
9 Blotto
10 Michener 
novel
set in Japan
11 “Michael 
Collins” star
12 Desilu 
co-founder
13 Davis of “A
League of Their Own”
18 “Who touches a
hair of __ gray
head ...”: Whittier
23 Campaigned
24 Collaborative website
25 Tight spots
26 Turow work set at 
Harvard
27 Goya’s “Duchess of __”
28 Pond plant
29 Reuters, e.g.
32 Big shot
33 Cousin of atmo-
35 “Runaround Sue”  inger
36 Say no to
38 Like some machinery 
nuts
39 Part of NFC: Abbr.
40 Fight memento
45 Me. hours
46 Sounded like a
Siamese
47 Greater Antilles    
nation
48 Percolates
49 Lazybones
50 Orchard fruit
51 IBM products
54 Maître d’s offering
55 Not much at all
56 Soft “Hey!”
59 Latin 101 verb
60 Wall St. action
61 1940s mil. venue
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Solution
Coffee House
Tuesday 8PM
Shandon House
1804 Greene St.
Bible Study
Sunday 10AM
Shandon Baptist
5250 Forest Dr.
phd • jorge cham
extended forecast
Tuesday
96° 
77°
Monday
95° 
75°
Sunday
96° 
75°
Thursday
73°
94° 
Friday
94° 
74°
Saturday
92° 
75°
FOLLOW US 
on TWITTER
thegamecock
“EVERYTHING MUST GO”
Wednesday, July 6
3, 5:30 and 8 p.m., $6 matinee / $6.50
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.
Thursday, July 7
STEPDAD; ONE, TWO, SKIDOO; NATHAN 
K; TOUCANS
8 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 
122 State Street
MEL WASHINGTON (ALL GET OUT) W/ 
JOEL HAMILTON, JAMES HALL, ANNE 
MCCUE
7 p.m. doors / 8:30 p.m. show, 
$8 in advance / $10 day of show
The House 5 Points, 
2020 Devine St.
HOOTS & HELLMOUTH W/ JACOB 
JOHNSON
6 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $6 in 
advance / $8 day of show
The White Mule, 1530 Main St. 
Go to www
.sc.edu/ca
rolinaalert
 to sign 
up for noti
fication via
 text mess
aging, 
Facebook,
 and Twitte
r. Aim your
 smart 
phone, equ
ipped with
 any QR co
de read-
er app, at t
his code to
 find out m
ore.
Follow us!
Connect to
 Carolina A
lert, the ce
ntral hub fo
r all emerg
ency 
information
 for the Un
iversity of S
outh Carol
ina.
Condominium Homes
from $175,000
Limited Homes Remain!
Located at the corner of Main & Blossom Streets
803.748.7447
www.adesso-columbia.com
A Holder Properties development in partnership with the USC Development Foundation.
Now Offering $5,000 in Closing Costs!
A D E S S O
accomplished. 
There i s  no need to 
go on a wild goose chase 
like the one for the 2010 
championship-clinching 
ball that has dragged on 
for over a year now. That 
ball, which f lew off Whit 
Merrifield’s bat and into 
right f ield at Rosenblatt 
Stadium for the game-
w i n n i n g  R BI  a g a i n s t 
UC L A  ,  i s  mor e  t h a n 
a ball. It is a symbol of 
Carolina’s seminal athletic 
achievement, of its dream 
of dreams at long last being 
realized. Every effort should 
be made to recover it from 
UCLA out f ielder Bret t 
Krill’s mystery USC student 
pal or whomever may have it 
held hostage. 
But the 2011 ball? It’s just 
a ball. Let it sit — covered 
with signatures acquired 
outside the team bus after 
the 5-2 win over Florida — 
on the mantle of 19-year-old 
Dominique Hawkins from 
Omaha, Neb., for the rest of 
time. Let him “frame it,” as 
he told the Omaha World-
Herald he would after it was 
revealed he was the lucky 
fan who caught the ball after 
Bradley threw it up and 
over the outfield wall. Let 
this all happen because the 
paradigm has permanently 
shifted. 
T h i s  n a t i o n a l 
championship for South 
Carolina was no surprise. It 
wasn’t divine intervention. It 
was the best team winning 
by playing the best. Period. 
Bradley is dead on — the 
final out ball is just a ball. 
About f ive or so ounces, 
made of rawhide, yarn and 
cork. The Gamecocks don’t 
need it to catch cobwebs 
somewhere inside Carolina 
S t ad iu m .  T he  NC A A 
doesn’t need it lying around 
in a museum. It’s just a ball. 
USC’s ability to win it all 
again made it that. 
South Carol ina is no 
longer a little engine that 
could. It’s a bullet train. 
T h e  G a m e c o c k s  a r e 
winners, now and forever, 
in both baseball and other 
sports. Not only is the 
Chicken Curse dead, so 
too is any concept of its 
once-purported existence. 
Baseball, football, women’s 
s o c c e r,  me n’s  s o c c e r, 
women’s basketball (some 
day) — there are many 
championships in USC’s 
rearview mirror starting 
with the fall of 2009, and 
even more are coming in 
the future. The glass ceiling 
has been shattered, and with 
emphasis. 
No one can even argue 
now that the 2010 t it le 
was a fl uke, the product of 
unbelievable luck and good 
fortune. That argument 
was rendered void on this 
go-round in Omaha. USC 
is for real, and in proving 
so it helped further open 
the golden era of Gamecock 
athletics. Excuses are out, 
expectations are in. Every 
Carol ina basebal l team 
(and athletic squad) from 
here on out should believe 
it can reach the pinnacle of 
its sport every season. Will 
they all? No — but the 
fact is the possibility will 
be there every time. The 
facilities, the inspiration, 
the precedent are all present 
now. 
And if that answer isn’t 
good enough for some 
fans — and it probably 
isn’t — they should be 
able to take solace and cut 
their losses with this fact: 
Chances are, there will be a 
lot more keepsake baseballs, 
and footballs, and soccer 
balls, and basketballs, to 
be displayed in the years to 
come. 
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/
sports
COLUMN ● Cont. from 12
@TDG_Sports
FOLLOW US ON
 TWITTER
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
GAME ● Continued from 12
season and sign with the Toronto 
Blue Jays , who picked him in 
the 21st round . Three other 
Gamecocks’ likely choice — Adam 
Matthews in the 23rd round to 
Baltimore , Bryan Harper in the 
30th to Washington and Steven 
Neff in the 41st to defending 
World Ser ies  champion San 
Francisco — remain up for debate. 
The only signifi cant early exit 
af ter the 2010 championship 
was Whit Merrif ield . Chances 
are, there will be more this time 
around, but you never know. 
Who will fi ll the voids in the 
infi eld? 
As stated above, Mooney will 
likely forego his senior season. 
Add in t he fact t hat Adr ian 
Morales and Scott Wingo have 
graduated, and it looks likely USC 
will have to replace three-fourths 
of its infield, in addition to the 
catching position. 
Incoming freshman shortstop 
Joey Pankake ( Easley,  S.C . ) 
likely will get a chance to play 
right away, as will junior college 
transfer Tanner Lovick , also a 
shortstop, and freshman middle 
infielder Mikal Hill (Charlotte, 
N.C.) . Rising sophomores Erik 
Payne and Jake Watson also will 
get looks. 
W h at  w i l l  t he  s t a r t i ng 
rotation look like? 
Assuming Price doesn’t return 
and move to a  st ar t ing job, 
it should look pretty much the 
same. Roth will be the Friday 
night guy, barring injury. Colby 
Holmes and Forrest Koumas 
both solidified their standing as 
the other two weekend starters 
w it h  sol id  show i ng s  i n  t he 
post season. Tyler Webb and 
Adam Westmoreland would fall in 
behind as strong midweek options, 
and Nolan Belcher should be back 
after Tommy John surgery. Of 
course, given the loss of arms in 
the bullpen, one or two of the six 
mentioned could end up moving 
to the relief corps (Webb and 
Koumas being likely candidates).
 
Does any of the above even 
matter? 
The answer to that question 
m ay  ver y  we l l  b e  no .  T he 
Gamecocks lost their ent ire 
starting rotation after the 2010 
title, and still repeated. They were 
ravaged with injuries all season 
long, and st i l l  won the SEC 
regular season title and national 
title. More and more evidence is 
beginning to mount that it doesn’t 
matter who is out there for USC 
— the Gamecocks are going to 
win anyway. If everything plays 
out like expected, the 2012 team 
will be, on paper, more capable 
of a title run than the 2011 team 
appeared to be. That can’t be a 
welcoming thought to SEC foes.
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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Gerry Melendez / MCT Campus
Scott Wingo (8) and Peter Mooney celebrate a double play to end the fi fth 
inning in Game 2 of the 2011 College World Series fi nal against Florida.
 Ray Tanner has pulled off his own 
personal repeat. 
I n t he wake of  Sout h Carol ina’s 
second consecutive College World Series 
championship, Tanner has been named 
Collegiate Baseball’s National Coach of the 
Year for the second time in as many years 
and the third time in his career . 
Under Tanner, the Gamecocks have 
won 16 straight NCAA postseason games 
and 11 consecutive College World Series 
contests . Both marks are all-time records. 
All-CWS team full of Gamecocks: 
Seven of the 11 players honored on the 
College World Series All-Tournament 
team wore garnet and black during their 
time in Omaha. 
Rober t  Bear y,  Chr ist ian Walker , 
Scott Wingo (who was named the CWS 
Most Outstanding Player as well) , Brady 
Thomas , Peter Mooney , Michael Roth and 
Matt Price were all voted to the team by 
media. 
Joining the seven Gamecocks on the 
team were Florida’s Cody Dent and Bryson 
Smith , along with Vanderbilt’s Connor 
Harrell and Tony Kemp , giving the team 
an all-SEC theme. 
Equestrian releases schedule: The 
USC equestrian team will have six of its 
13 meets this season at One Wood Farm in 
Blythewood , coach Boo Major announced 
this week. 
“We have put together a strong schedule 
for 2011-12,” said Major in a release. “We’ll 
compete twice against Auburn and Georgia 
like we do each season, and we have added 
some strong teams for both home and away 
meets.” 
The Gamecocks will open the season 
at home on Sept. 23 against Fresno State , 
followed by a home date with TCU a week 
later. October will be dominated by road 
trips to SMU, Auburn and New Mexico 
State before the team returns home for 
its fi nal meet of the fall semester, a Nov. 4 
collision with rival Georgia . 
Schedule also out for swim, dive 
teams: A historic f inal meeting with 
Clemson, which is discont inuing its 
swimming and diving programs after this 
upcoming season, highlights the 2011-12 
slates for the Gamecock swim and dive 
squads . 
“We have the opportunity to take 
another huge step forward this season as a 
program,” said coach McGee Moody in a 
release. “We have a very tough schedule for 
the 2011-12 season. We are going to have 
to be at our best week in and week out. Our 
athletes are always up for the challenge. 
We are looking for another great season.”  
The USC men, who went 10-1 last 
season , and the women, who posted a 7-6 
record , open up in Tallahassee, Fla., on 
Oct. 15 with a dual meet against Florida 
State and Alabama, before coming home 
on Oct. 22 to face Georgia Tech . An Oct. 
29 trip to Death Valley to face the Tigers 
and a Nov. 5 home meet against Tennessee 
follow, before the teams wrap up the fall 
portion of their schedules at the Nike Cup 
Invitational in Chapel Hill, N.C., from 
Nov. 17 to 19. 
SEC spring honor roll released: 
For the fi fth time in six instances, South 
Carolina led the SEC with a league-high 
116 athletes on the conference’s spring 
academic honor roll, which requires a 
cumulat ive 3.0 GPA f rom the 2010 
summer, 2010 fall and 2011 spring terms in 
order to be eligible. 
The leading USC programs were 
women’s track and field (31 honorees) , 
equestrian (22) , men’s track and fi eld (18) 
and the two-time defending national 
championship baseball team, which had 16 
members on the list . 
10 straight games, many by the skin of its 
teeth, to win a second national championship 
in f il l-in-whatever-adject ive-you-prefer 
fashion. 
They never outclassed opponents. They 
never overwhelmed them, either. They just 
got down to the end, got down to when it was 
all on the line, and found a way. 
“When the opportunity would present 
itself, we could try to fi nd a way late in the 
game to win some games,” Tanner said. 
“And not often we go double-digit hits or 
double-digit runs, but these guys believed 
they could win, and they got in the position 
to do that a lot.” 
In a somewhat unfi tting manner to the tale 
of its season, though, Carolina didn’t need 
late-inning dramatics or walk-off heroics 
to take its place as only the sixth repeat 
champion in College World Series history. 
The clinching win, USC’s 16th straight 
i n  NC A A po s t sea son  p l ay  a nd  11t h 
consecutive in College World Series games , 
was uncharacteristically ho-hum for the 
Gamecocks. Three runs in the third inning 
gave ace left-hander Michael Roth all he 
would need. The Gators would make it a bit 
interesting in the later innings, pulling the 
score to within 4-2 in the top of the eighth, 
but the fi nal outcome was already a bridge 
too far for UF. 
An RBI off the bat of then-soon-to-be 
Most Outstanding Player Scott Wingo in the 
bottom half of the frame and the arrival of 
USC’s All-American closer Matt Price in the 
ninth both worked quickly to end Florida’s 
season. 
With the fi nal out of the game recorded, 
a soft fl y-out to Jackie Bradley Jr. in center 
fi eld, the celebration began. But this one was 
a subdued one, at least compared to 2010’s. 
After all, the Gamecocks had been there 
before and now were right back in the same 
place again — one that few thought they 
could reach again, not out of disrespect, 
but out of respect for the difficulty of the 
achievement.
“You get a little luck shining on you, and 
it works out for the best,” Tanner said. “And 
that’s what happened for us. These guys 
are play-makers, they’ve done a good job 
between the lines and we had some good 
fortune.” 
Good fortune then in the old place, and 
just now in the new building. And since the 
change of year and change of address did 
nothing to alter the mojo, it clearly was no 
fl uke. In fact, as improbable as it seemed for 
USC to win two straight nationals titles, 
maybe it should’ve been expected. 
At least one guy felt that way. 
“I had a feeling we would get back and win 
this thing, and we did,” Wingo said. 
Notebook: Ray Tanner named Coach of Year
Comments on this story? 
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The Gamecocks have won 16 straight NCAA postseason games and 11 consecutive College World Series contests under Ray Tanner.
Gerry Melendez / MCT Campus
Brady Thomas (left) and Evan Marzilli celebrate after their 5-2 win over Florida in Omaha, Neb.
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USC players celebrate after the fi nal out in Game 2 of the 2011 College World Series best-of-three fi nal series against Florida at TD Ameritrade Park in Omaha on Tuesday, June 28.
Déjà vu all over again for USC
 Ray Tanner sat inside Rosenblatt 
Stadium af ter h is South Carol ina 
Gamecocks had won the 2010 College 
World Series — the last that would ever 
be played inside the hallowed ballpark 
in Omaha, Neb. — and struggled to 
come up with words to describe the 
improbable and historic journey his 
team had just completed. Unable to fi nd 
much of any, Tanner instead began to 
relive the ride, step by step. 
“You start in February with 300 
teams, and you get a chance to go to 
the postseason and maybe to a Super 
Regional,” he said. “And then you have 
things go right for you when you get 
to Omaha. And you get to play in the 
nat ional championship series. And 
you’re the last team standing.” 
Imagine what Tanner felt a year later, 
when he sat inside TD Ameritrade Park 
after his Gamecocks had won the 2011 
College World Series, the first to be 
played inside the $128 million successor 
to Rosenblatt . 
“It’s hard for me to understand it all 
right now,” Tanner told reporters after 
USC’s 5-2 win over Florida in Game 2 
of the 2011 College World Series fi nals 
to clinch its second consecutive national 
title. “I’ll have to let it sink in a little 
bit.” 
Baseball is a strange and humbling 
game. Everything can go spectacularly 
wrong one day and astonishingly right 
the next. It is a sport built on ebbs and 
fl ows, streaks and droughts. To survive 
and advance all the way to the fi nal game 
of the season, and to then leave that 
game victorious with the designation of 
champion, is an astounding feat. 
To do it two years in a row? Few, if 
any, would take that bet.  
“The statistics, the percentages of 
doing that are stacked against you,” 
Tanner said.
So,  Tan ner never  t a l ked about 
repeating. Sure, it was in the back of his 
mind, as it was with his players, coaches 
and the fans who support his team. But 
he didn’t focus on it , instead choosing 
to take it day by day, game by game, 
inning by inning, pitch by pitch. 
“I never think about, ‘Well, we’re 
good enough to go win the whole 
thing.’ Let’s just try to win the next 
game,” Tanner said. “And I’ve never 
told these guys our goals are to do this 
and do that and we’ve got to win this 
championship.” 
His Gamecocks did just that. Battered 
and bruised most of the season, South 
Carolina valiantly hung tough all season 
long, scrapping its way to a three-way 
share of the Southeastern Conference 
regular season title with more-talented 
Vanderbilt and Florida teams simply 
on guile and the pride that comes with 
being a defending champion. And when 
the calendar turned to the postseason, 
the script remained the same: USC won 
Gamecocks win 
2011 College World Series
James Kratch
JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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 S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  i s 
the nat ional champion 
of col leg iate basebal l. 
Again. That means two 
things: another seven or 
so months of celebration 
in the Palmetto State, 
and an open discussion 
on whether or not the 
G amecock s  can do it 
again and make it a three-
peat in 2012. Here are four 
pressing questions facing 
the team going forward 
into next season. 
Who will be back? 
Friday n ight star ter 
and team captain Michael 
Roth all but told the crowd 
at USC’s homecoming 
party inside the Colonial 
Life Arena that he would 
be  back  for  a  sen ior 
season. So, mark the left-
hander down as returning 
to the fold. There are a 
lot of guys who can’t be 
counted on for 2012 as 
easily. 
Many expect  Jack ie 
Bradley Jr. , a supplemental 
f irst round pick of the 
Boston Red Sox , to sign 
and go pro. Dit to for 
Matt Price , a sixth-round 
selection of the Arizona 
Diamondbacks , although, 
there’s probably a better 
shot he returns as opposed 
to Bradley.  Shor t stop 
Peter Mooney will likely 
leave Columbia after one 
 The two-time defending national champion South 
Carolina baseball team (I doubt Gamecock fans will ever 
tire of hearing, reading or saying that) spent a great deal of 
its non-playing time this past season on Twitter. So, it was 
fi tting the most prolifi c tweeter of the bunch so succinctly 
summed up what this repeat College World Series title 
means in the big picture on the social media site the day 
after the fact. 
Responding to a fan asking why he decided to throw the 
baseball he caught for the fi nal out of USC’s Game 2 win 
over Florida, Jackie Bradley Jr. tweeted back, “It is just a 
ball.”
That it is, because of this team and what it just 
Gerry Melendez / MCT Campus
Adam Matthews (left) and Michael Roth celebrate with the championship trophy after their 5-2 win over Florida.
Athletics program forever changed after second title
Gamecocks prove mettle, 
nothing stopping USC now
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